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 Have you ever thought, “If I were just able to 
spend more time with this person or spend more time 
teaching this person then they would become a disciple 
of Christ”?  There are two truths seen in this comment 
and then a third truth to understand as well. 

The first truth is that time is necessary to give 
unbelievers in order for them to come to Christ. If 
Christians were to exclude unbelievers from their time, 
we will not be making the best use of our time (see Col. 
4:5). 

The second truth is that teaching is necessary for 
unbelievers to be presented with the truth. If there’s no 
teaching, what is to be believed. We may have a stellar 
mindset with the works to match, but if an unbeliever 
isn’t taught, he is not given anything to believe or 
disbelieve. 

Here we find the third truth: the one who has been given 
time and teaching has to make a decision all on their 
own to either accept God’s call through his word or 
reject God’s intent for him—“I’m sorry, you’ve got the 
wrong number.” 

What is God so concerned about? Why does he have a 
Bible for all to read in their own language? Who is God 
after? These and other questions we will investigate as 
we continue. 

What God is concerned about is people.  

 God is concerned about people, therefore he 
tells people what they don’t know, but what they need to 
know (Isa. 55:8). God tells people they are going to die 
(Heb. 9:27). This doesn’t come to our understanding with 
any shock, does it? Perhaps we consider that “old 
people” die or “sick people” die and thus distance 
ourselves from the reality, “I’m going to die and it might 
be today!” This is not a common thought that sticks into 
our minds, therefore we may reason with ourselves to 
think, “I’ve got time to spare before I really need to 
buckle down and “be [an] imitator of God” as his 
beloved child (Eph. 5:1). 

We must consider the wisdom of those older than us. In 
fact, this is much of the purpose of the book of Proverbs. 
The Proverbs were written with the intent “to give…
knowledge and discretion to the youth” (Prov. 1:4b). How 
much more shall we give our attention to the “Ancient of 
Days” who’s far older than we’ll ever be (Dan. 7:13)!   

What is it about People that God is concerned about? 

 God is concerned with our answering his call to 
come to him. Consider what he tells his people in Hosea, 
“The more they were called, the more they went away; 
they kept sacrificing to the Baals and burning offerings 
to idols” (11:2). His call was having an opposite affect to 
his intention. The more he called the further they 
distanced themselves by continuing in their adulterous 
idolatry. 

God never says, “If I just had more time with so-and-so 
in order to call them more frequently and convert them.” 
God calls and those who answer his call are those who 
receive eternal blessing. God is concerned with people’s 
acceptance of his eternal blessing. There’s no question 
that God gives us time to consider his call and obey his 
voice.  

The Heart is what God is after. 

 We may spend a lifetime among a few specific 
unbelievers and they not show any interest in wanting to 
learn the truth. We may weave the gospel message into 
conversations with unbelievers to see faces respond as if 
to say, “Why are you talking about the Bible?”  

It’s not time or teaching that’s necessarily the problem in 
these instances. What we are facing is how some 
respond to the gospel call: “The more they were called, 
the more they went away.” 

Consider what God said Christians spread among those 
who are being saved and those who are perishing, “to 
one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a 
fragrance from life to life” (2 Cor. 2:16). - dg
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“IF I JUST HAD MORE TIME” 
“The more they were called, the more they went away.” — Hosea 11:2a 

http://rockypointchurch.org


Rocky Point Weekly Articles for Spiritual Growth Oct.  26, 2014

rockypointchurch.org �2

CONTACT 
rockypointchurch@gmail.com

Rocky Point Road Church of Christ 
516 E. Rocky Point Rd.  
Cordova, TN 38018 

Meeting times 
Sunday: 9, 10 a.m. & 5 p.m.
Wednesday: 7 p.m.

Preaching today: 

a.m. Dave Galloway: Neh. 5 - Seeking the Welfare of the People 

p.m. Evan Shields: The Joy of Having Hope 

Notes:

Needing Prayers:
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