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 According to the New Oxford American 
Dictionary (NOAD), the word sacrament finds its origin 
“from Latin sacramentum ‘solemn oath’ (from sacrare ‘to 
hallow,’ from sacer ‘sacred’), used in Christian Latin as a 
translation of Greek mustērion ‘mystery.’” It furthers the 
definition between two religious groups who use the 
word sacrament and even gives a third definition joined 
to religion:  

1) our Catholic friends: “([in the Roman Catholic and 
many Orthodox Churches] the rites of baptism, 
confirmation, the Eucharist1, penance, anointing of 
the sick, ordination, and matrimony.)” 

2) and our Protestant friends: “(baptism and the 
Eucharist ).” 1

3) a third definition is also given which matches closer 
with its Greek origin defining sacrament as “a thing 
of mysterious and sacred significance; a religious 
symbol.” (NOAD). 

 This places us in an awkward situation, much 
like when my denominational friends call me “pastor” 
though I’m a preacher/minister/evangelist rather than a 
pastor/bishop/elder/shepherd. The awkwardness is that 
a word has been incorrectly used (and then used 
repeatedly) without being corrected. Some may not even 
know they use it differently than what it really means. 

Our Language 

 Our language seems to be flexible, changeable, 
evolving (or devolving), generationally unique, and 
sometimes simply opposite. While in the 60’s+, we could 
hold two fingers up forming a “V” and say “Peace.” 
During WWII, this same sign language meant “V for 
Victory.” Going further back in time you might see the 
oddity when breaking down the word “awful.” 
Originally it meant “full of awe,” but now means very 
bad or unpleasant. 

The Bible’s Language 

 The NT was written in language that likely 
fluctuated as our English language has through time. 
The uniqueness about it though is that God preserved it 
or locked it in its own historical context. This means that 
over time it remains the same and is incapable of 
fluctuating to mean something else than what it was 
intended to mean originally. This is why we study the 
Bible's historical setting, what the cultures were like 
then, it’s original languages, etc. 

 It’s unfortunate (and inconsistent to those who 
want to practice NT Christianity) to “evolve” the Bible’s 
language to fit…what I guess could be called 
denominational or maybe more appropriately religious 
definitions (i.e. calling an evangelist a pastor or saying 
sacrament for “rites” instead of departing from its 
original meaning of mystery).  

Let us use an example to explain: Would you agree that 
if we are going to successfully understand and 
communicate with words we must know their correct 
definitions? (cf. Mt. 7:9-10). 

The Greek “mystery” is not used in the Bible to mean 
“solemn oath” or defined as “rites” as identified in 
definitions 1 and 2 above. Mystery means mystery, i.e. 
secret or unrevealed.  

So what do we do? 

 From my experience, the person who identifies 
me as “pastor” is talking about something broader than 
how I’m identified. It’s usually in a sentence of 
introduction or question: “He's a pastor at…” or “Are you 
a pastor?”  At this point we might ask for clarification: 
“What do you mean (by that)?” What follows is usually a 
definition that’s not as the Bible defines it (just like 
sacrament). Sometimes there are more pressing matters 
to address, i.e. “This is pastor Dave Galloway. He’d love 

A transliteration of the Greek word eucharistia, i.e. thanksgiving; used 15x in the NT. Though never associated with the 1

Lord’s Supper in the NT, our Catholic friends et al. use this word synonymously with the Lord’s Supper.
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to study the Bible with you. What would be a good time 
for you, pastor Dave?” Shall I correct definitions at this 
point or focus on getting to study the Bible with this 
person? If I take aim at correcting definitions first, I may 
jeopardize my relationship with this person who wants 
to study the Bible with me. I don’t want to do that. I’d 
rather let Bible studies happen. When Bible studies 
happen the truth comes out, if not we define the Bible 
instead of God defining the Bible (consider: what we 
may define as salvation he may define as condemnation; 
see 2 Tim. 1:13) . — Dave Galloway
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