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 In our article “OT Baptism(?)” we introduced 
the question, “How would the Jews have understood 
Peter’s command ‘…be baptized…’?” and followed this 
question with the article “Archaeology and Baptism” 
showing a record of multiple unearthed mikvehs (a ritual 
bath designed for the Jewish rite of purification). These 
two articles revealed to us that the Jews under the Old 
Law/Law of Moses were not only commanded to be 
baptized for purification, but also gave us archaeological 
evidence of obedience to this command to the point of 
building “baptistries” for this very purpose. 

 Though we’ve not been able to explore all 
facets of OT mentions of immersion nor step down into 
an unearthed mikveh ourselves (which are found in 
Jewish synagogues today) it seems the Jews in Jerusalem 
at Pentecost (Acts 2) would have been very familiar with 
what Peter meant when he said “be baptized” (v. 38).  We 
might add they asked the question ,“Brothers, what shall 
we do?” (v. 37) and upon hearing Peter’s answer they 
were satisfied with his explanation (notice v. 41). 

What this Means 

 This means Jews of the first century were 
purified, i.e. forgiven of their sins (v. 38) at baptism. This was 
the same that was required for all who were called by 
the gospel (see again v. 41 and cf. v. 39).  

 It also sets in place that this way of cleansing by 
water is the way to be purified as opposed to other 
methods of purification by water required under the 
Mosaic Law (sprinkling, throwing water, etc.; see Num. 
8:7; 19:13, 20).  

Why This Matters 

 One reason why this matters is because some 
religions don’t believe or teach the truth about what the 
Bible says concerning baptism.  

Some of my friends suggest, “Yeah, if you're able to be 
baptized I think you should.” Other friends say, “Well, 
sometimes there’s not enough water, so I think 
sprinkling is ok in place of being baptized.” Still other 

friends say, “No, baptism isn’t necessary because it’s a 
work. And we’re saved by grace not by works.” 

Do you think it matters to be baptized or how one is 
purified? 

From Unclean to Clean 

 Would you agree that the Old Testament (OT) 
leads to the New Testament (NT)? If not, read Hebrews 
for a succinct correlation of the two. Apart from modern 
day Jews, most accept that the OT leads to the NT. Why I 
bring this up is to make the connection between the OT 
reason to be baptized and see how the NT extends its 
importance. 

 The whole purpose of washing or bathing in 
water was to move from a state of uncleanness to a state 
of cleanness before God. God commanded this of his 
people so they would be clean. By believing that God 
would cleanse them through this way they did it!  

 One way the NT describes this is in Eph. 2:8, “For by 
grace you have been saved through faith.” 

From Unholy To Holy 

 Unclean and unholy are two ways the Bible 
describes separation from God. Clean and holy are 
described as being united with God (cf. Lev. 10:1-4). 
Notice this same relationship with God being revealed 
on either side of the waters of baptism (cf. Rom. 3:23f ): 

“…God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus 
whom you crucified.” (Acts 2:36b). This uncleanness and 
separation from God is made clearer in v. 38 where Peter 
says what happens at baptism. ““Repent and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins,”  

Repentance moves from a state of unclean and unholy 
to baptism. Baptism is where one meets purification and 
becomes clean and holy. This purification is a 
purification from the penalty of sins. This is not done by 
our work of believing God’s command to be baptized 
and being baptized, but by the saving and purifying 
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work of God that he has placed in baptism (read Col. 
2:12).  

Does this match with why and how you were baptized? 

If you’ve not been baptized and you believe that you are 
saved by believing, how does your believing match with 
the believing of those whose souls were added in Acts 2? 

-Dave
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Meeting times 
Sunday: 9 & 10 a.m.
Wednesday: 7 p.m.

Preaching today and to Wed.: Wayne Galloway 

We Have Seen His Glory: Studies in Isaiah 

a.m. class time: Isaiah Saw the Glory of God - 6:1-5 

a.m. sermon time: The Glory of God Defined - Rom. 3:23 

Monday @ 7: God’s Glory Revealed in Judgment - Isa. 1:2-9 

Tuesday @ 7: God’s Glory Revealed in the Messianic Promise - 
Jn. 12:35-41 

Wednesday @ 7: God’s Glory Revealed in His People - Isa. 
43:1-79 

Notes:

From this morning’s announcements:
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