
STAYING ON THE RIGHT PATH 

  
   The wise man wrote, “Dead flies putrefy the perfumer’s ointment and cause it to give off a foul odor, so 

does a little folly to one respected for wisdom and honor” (Ecclesiastes 10:1).  We can see the horrible 
effects of political leaders, sports stars, business leaders, and friends as they for a moment in time forget 
who they are and do foolish things. It is heart breaking to see one’s influence for good destroyed by a 
foolish act or series of acts in a short period of time. How can we avoid major pitfalls? 
  
   The word of God says, “Keep your heart with all diligence. For out of it springs the issues of life. Put 
away from you a deceitful mouth and put perverse lips far from you.  Let your eyes look straight ahead, 
and your eyelids look right before you. Ponder the path of your feet, and let all your ways be established. 
Do not turn to the right or the left; remove your foot from evil” (Proverbs 4:23-27).  
  
   As I study this verse six admonitions come to mind.  First of all we need to get our heart (mind), 
right.  We need to think on pure things (Philippians 4:8).  Jesus taught the importance of having a pure 
heart. (See Matthew 5-7).  Along with getting our mind right we need to speak the truth being very careful 
and thoughtful about what we say (Matthew 12:34).  We also need to focus on the goal set before us 
which is eternal life.  Note the message of the apostle Paul. “I press toward the goal for the prize of the 
upward call of God in Jesus Christ” (Phil. 3:14). 
  
   The last three points all work together. Follow the true path, the footsteps of Jesus.  (John 14:6, 1 Cor. 
11:1).  Do personal evaluation and self-examination to stay on the path “Examine yourself as to whether 
you are in the faith. Test yourself…” (2 Cor. 13:5).  Finally, when you are off the right path turn and 
repent. As Peter told Simon the sorcerer, “Repent therefore of this your wickedness and pray God if 
perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven you” (Acts 8:22).  
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