
MONEY CAN’T SOLVE ALL OF YOUR PROBLEMS 

  
   A young man came to Jesus and asked “Good Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may 
have eternal life?”   (Matthew 19:16).  We don’t know what he expected to hear, but Jesus 
addressed his problem in a way which identified his weakness.  
   Jesus told him “But if you want to enter into life, keep the commandments” (Matthew 
19:17b).  He asked Jesus “Which ones?” At this point Jesus began going through some of the 
Ten Commandments.  The young man responded assuring Jesus he had kept these 
commandments since youth (Matt. 19:18-20).  
   Jesus then went to the next step, “If you want to be perfect, go sell what you have and give to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven, and come follow Me” (Matt. 19:21).  For this 
man to fully reach his potential he had to do three things.  He had to take action by going.  He 
then had to give up his worldly treasures.  Finally he had to follow Jesus. 
   This young man thought he was being asked to give up his treasure but in reality he had to 
give up himself.  A man used to leading was asked to follow Jesus. A man who could buy nearly 
anything with his wealth and power found out he could not buy salvation. The one served had to 
learn to serve.  The disciples of Jesus would need this same commitment to succeed in the 
kingdom of God.  
   Jesus told His disciples to go and they went unto all the world.  (Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 
16:15-16; Acts 8:4). They were told to put the kingdom of God above family, fortune, and fame 
(Matt. 6:33).  They left their homes, families, and comfort to face persecution and death for 
Him.  (2 Corinthians 11-12)  He told them to serve and illustrated this principle by washing their 
feet (John 13).  They not only served they taught service everywhere they went (See 1 John).  
   As disciples today we should ask, “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?”  The answer is to 
accept God’s grace through Jesus Christ and commit your life to following Him.  As Jesus said, 
“If you love Me keep my commandments” (John 14:15).  He also said, “Abide in Me, and I in 
you” (John 15:4).  
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