
W e s t Fayet te C h u r c h o f Chr is t M a r c h 2 6 , 2 0 2 3 

Times of Worship 

Sunday Bible Classes: 9am 

Sunday AM Worship: 10am 

Sunday PM Worship: 5pm 

Wednesday Bible Study: 7 pm 

J o i n us Online 

Church Website: 

https://www.westfavettechLirchQfchrist-com/ 

YouTube Channel: 

https: / /www.youtube.com/channel/ 

UCGckN8D9NwwX3KUbQ4GRKvA 

Interested in a 
Bible Study? 

Please s e n d an ennail t o 

pa tcawthon@gmai l . conn 

\ 
Evangelist 

Patrick C a w t h o n 

Be Thankful For God's 
Authority (by Doy Meyer) 

G o d is Crea tor . B e c a u s e of W h o H e is, H e h a s t h e 
inheren t r ight to c o m m a n d a n d e x p e c t o b e d i e n c e . H e h a s t h e r ight 
to tel l us w h a t to d o , h o w to th ink , h o w to l ive, h o w to ta lk, a n d 
h o w to d ress . N a m e It. G o d h a s t h e p o w e r to b a c k it up. W e , a s 
His c r e a t u r e s h a v e no r ight to k ick b a c k or d e m a n d a n s w e r s f r o m 
H i m . L ike it o r not , w e a re u n d e r H is author i ty . Bu t now, w h y 
wouldn't w e like it? 
Rather than looking at this as some sort of drudger>, why not be thankful 
for God's authorit>/After all, if we wish to glorify God, we can only do 
so by recognizing the power that only belongs to Him. 

"Sing to the Lord, all the earth; 
Proclaim good tidings of His salvation from day to day. 

Tell of His glor> among the nations. 
His wonderful deeds among all the peoples. 

For great is the Lord, and greatl> to be praised; 
He also is to be feared above all gods. 

For all the gods of the peoples are idols. 
But the Lord made the heavens. 

Splendor and majesty are before Him, 
Strength and joy are in His place." (1 Chron. 16:23-27) 

If we "seek the Lord and His strength" (vs. 11), then we are necessarily 
seeking Him in all His authorit> and power. Shall we love the Lord and 
despise His authority as if it is a burden to us? May it never be! 

Here, then, are some reasons we can be thankful for God's authority: 

1. Because God's authority means He is the Judge, not me, or you, or 
anyone else. I don't have to worry about untangling all the slick) 
questions about eternity. I don't need to worry about pleasing other 
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West Fayette Church of Christ March 26 , 2 0 2 3 

Week of March 12 

Attendance 

* AM Service 58 

PM Service 4 4 

Wednesday Service - 51 

Contribution 

• W e e k l y B u d g e t $ 2 , 4 0 0 

C o n t r i b u t i o n - $ 2 , 0 3 1 

upcoming Birthdays 
and Anniversaries 

Dwayne M c C o y ( 3 / 2 8 ) 
C o d y D a v i s ( 3 / 2 9 ) 

S u z a n n e F r u g e ( 4 / 1 ) 
H u i o n S c o t t ( 4 / 4 ) ' 

Calendar Items 

Women's Bible Study Tuesday at 

t h e b u i l d i n g at 11 a (Romans) 

Men's Meeting wi l l b e th is 

a f te rnoon at 4 p m at t h e b u i l d i n g 

Song Learning Class o n t h e 2"^ 
Sunday of t h e m o n t h at 4 p 

Today's Lessons 

M o d e l i n g t h e C h r i s t i a n L i f e 

David verse A m m o n and Aram 
I 

Midweek Bible Study 

Luke 13 

people, espcciall} those in the world. I just need to concern m\f w ith 
pleasing and glorifying Him based on what He has revealed (2 Cor. | 
5:8-9; John 12:48). Consequently, we may say with Paul, "to me it is a I 
ver\l thing that I ma\e examined by you. or by any human court: 
in fact, I do not even examine m\self. For 1 am conscious of nothing 
against m\self, yet I am not by this acquiued: but the one who examines 
me is the Lord" (1 Cor. 4:3-4). In the final analysis, each of us as | 
individuals will stand before God. What others think at that point will be j 
irrelevant. 

2. Because God's authority is what gives power to grace. Grace 
means nothing unless it comes from one who has the power to give it. 
Sometimes grace is pitted against a stress on authorit\ but the two go 
together. It is true that aulhorit> can exist w ithoul grace, but it is not 
possible for real grace to exist without authority. Recall Jesus' healing of 
the paralytic in Mark 2. When he saw the man's faith. Jesus told him 
that his sins were forgiven. The people reacted by sa> ing that only God 
could forgive sins, to which Jesus respt)nded."'Why are you reasoning j 
about these things in your hearts? Which is easier, to say to the 
paralytic, "Your sins are forgiven'; or to say, 'Get up. and pick up your 
pallet and walk'? But so that you may know that the Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins' —He said to the paralytic. T say to 
you. get up, pick up your pallet and go home. '" (Mark 2:8-11) Without 
the authority inherent in Jesus, the man's sins would have remained. 
God's authorit) means that He can pro\c the grace needed to forgive 
sins. Without His authorit\ our sins would remain. 

3 . Because God's authority means He has the power to fulfill His 
promises. People sometimes promise what the> cannot give. Think of 
the empty promises given by fallible people who strive for political 
power, or the disappointment we feel when someone promised 
something without the ability to deliver. This will never happen with 
God. Because He has all authority. He has complete control over the 
promises that He has given, and He will not disappoint. Therefore, we 
may have the same faith as Paul when promised that the ship he was on 
would not lose ansone: "Therefore, keep up >our courage, men. for I 
believe God thai it will turn out exactly as 1 have been told" (Acts 
27:25). Paul began his epistle to Titus with these reassuring words: 
"Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith 
of those chosen of God and the know ledge of the truth which is 
according to godliness, in the hope of eternal life, which Gtxl, who 
cannot lie, promised long ages ago" (Titus 1:1-2). Our trust in God's 
promises is the reason we have hope as an anchor of our soul (Heb. 
6:13-20). All of this is possible because of the authoril\f God. 

God's authorit) should never be seen as a burden. Rather, we have every 
reason to be thankful for who God is and the authority He possesses and 
shows. "O Lord God of hosts, w ho is like You. O mighty Lord? Your 
faithfulness also surrounds You" (Psa. 89:8). 
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