
HE LED CAPVITY CAPTIVE 
AND GAVE GIFTS TO MEN





Ephesians 4:7-11 New King James Version (NKJV)

7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the 
measure of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore He says:

• “When He ascended on high,
He led captivity captive,
And gave gifts to men.”

• 9 (Now this, “He ascended”—what does it mean but that He 
also first descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He 
who descended is also the One who ascended far above all 
the heavens, that He might fill all things.)



SETTING OUR CONTEXT

• This quotation is from Psalm 68:18 where David and the people of 
Israel in procession march to the temple. (See verses 24-32). They 
praise God all the way thanking Yahweh for His great character (vv.3-
6); and His great works in selecting and protecting Israel (vv. 7-18)

• God “bears our burdens,” “The God who is our salvation,” “God of 
deliverances,” “God the Lord belongs escapes from death” (vv. 19-22). 

• “Bless God in the congregations, Even the Lord, you who are the 
fountain of Israel” (v. 26).  Let’s sing Psalm 420



LYRICS OF
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

• By: Robert Robinson, 1735-90 Come, Thou fount of every blessing,
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
While the hope of endless glory
Fills my heart with joy and love,
Teach me ever to adore Thee;
May I still Thy goodness prove.



• Here I raise my Ebenezer, 
Hither by Thy help I’ve come;
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed His precious blood.



• Oh, to grace how great a debtor
Daily I’m constrained to be;
Let that grace now like a fetter
Bind my wandering heart to Thee:
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it;
Prone to leave the God I love.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above.



• Oh, that day when freed from sinning, 
I shall see Thy lovely face;
Clothed then in the blood washed linen
How I’ll sing Thy wondrous grace!
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry, 
Take my ransomed soul away;
Send Thine angels soon to carry
Me to realms of endless day.



Hebrews 2:14-15

• “Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He 
“Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might 
destroy him who had the power of death, that is the devil, and 
release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage”

• The hope we have of overcoming death is based on the resurrection 
of Jesus.  He is the proof death can be overcome.  He is the proof 
God is stronger than Satan.  



John 3:13

• “No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from 
heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is from heaven”  Note also verses 
14-17.  

• The resurrection glorifies God, His purpose, and His Son



JESUS, OUR HIGH PRIEST AND MEDIATOR

• Hebrews 4:14-16 New King James Version (NKJV)

• Our Compassionate High Priest

• 14 Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed 
through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our
confession. 15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we 
are, yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of 
grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of 
need.



JESUS, OUR MEDIATOR

• Hebrews 9:11-15 New King James Version (NKJV)
• The Heavenly Sanctuary
• 11 But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the 

greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of 
this creation. 12 Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own 
blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal 
redemption. 13 For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, 
sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, 14 how much 
more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to 
serve the living God? 15 And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new 
covenant, by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions 
under the first covenant, that those who are called may receive the 
promise of the eternal inheritance.



JESUS TRIUMPS OVER DEATH

• Colossians 2:10-15 New King James Version (NKJV)
• 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and 

power.
• 11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without 

hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision 
of Christ, 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with 
Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 
13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your 
flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all 
trespasses, 14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was 
against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, 
having nailed it to the cross. 15 Having disarmed principalities and powers, 
He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.



WE WERE SLAVES OF SIN BUT…

• Romans 6:16-18 New King James Version (NKJV)

• 16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to 
obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin 
leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But 
God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed 
from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 
18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of 
righteousness. 



JESUS LED CAPTIVITY CAPTIVE

• Our Lord Jesus overcame death.  He took those captive to sin and 
made them His servants.  We were slaves of sin, but now are servants 
of righteousness 

• He gives us the gifts of freedom from sin, redemption, salvation, an 
inheritance in heaven, hope, eternal life 




