
RESPONSIBILITIES:
THE PREACHER AND THE 
CHURCH



• “Church” is a word that is used in a number of
different ways; however, a proper understanding helps 
to see the relationship that should exist within a/the 
church.

• Preacher also has been hijacked and abused; however, a 
proper understanding of the role and responsibilities of 
a “preacher” should help to the the relationship that
should exist within a/the church.



PREACH

• There are 11 different Greek words that translate to 
our word (or idea of) Preach.



PREACH WORDS

• kerusso - to herald (as a public crier), especially divine truth 
(the gospel): — preacher(-er), proclaim, publish.

• dialegomai - to say thoroughly, i.e. discuss (in argument or 
exhortation): — dispute, preach (unto), reason (with), speak.

• akoe - hearing (the act, the sense or the thing heard): —
audience, ear, fame, which ye heard, hearing, preached, report, 
rumor.



• logos - something said (including the thought); by implication, a topic 
(subject of discourse), also reasoning (the mental faculty) or motive; 
by extension, a computation; specially, (with the article in John) the 
Divine Expression (i.e. Christ): — account, cause, communication, x 
concerning, doctrine, fame, x have to do, intent, matter, mouth, 
preaching, question, reason, + reckon, remove, say(-ing), shew, x 
speaker, speech, talk, thing, + none of these things move me, tidings, 
treatise, utterance, word, work.



• pleroo - to make replete, i.e. (literally) to cram (a net), level up (a hollow), 
or (figuratively) to furnish (or imbue, diffuse, influence), satisfy, execute (an 
office), finish (a period or task), verify (or coincide with a prediction), etc.: 
— accomplish, x after, (be) complete, end, expire, fill (up), fulfil, (be, make) 
full (come), fully preach, perfect, supply.

• kataggello - to proclaim, promulgate: — declare, preach, shew, speak of, 
teach.

• laleo - talk, i.e. utter words: — preach, say, speak (after), talk, tell, utter.



• kerugma - proclamation (especially of the gospel; by 
implication, the gospel itself): — preaching.

• diaggello - declare, preach, signify.

• kerux - a herald, i.e. of divine truth (especially of the gospel): —
preacher.



• euaggelizo - to announce good news (“evangelize”) especially the gospel: 
— declare, bring (declare, show) glad (good) tidings, preach (the gospel).

• We get our words evangelize and evangelist from this word.

• Everyone should preach and evangelize and preach in some capacity as a 
Christian, but what are the responsibilities of an evangelist/preacher
(one who is defined as one that carries out this task)?



THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF AN EVANGELIST

• An evangelist is a preacher of the gospel.

• To preach is to declare.

• The responsibility here is to declare the gospel/the good 
news.

• What are the responsibilities of an evangelist with regard to a 
local church?



PREACH GOD’S 
WORD TO THE 
LOST

2 Peter 2:5

And spared not the old world, but 
saved Noah the eighth person, a 
preacher of righteousness, bringing 
in the flood upon the world of the 
ungodly;



PREACH, NOT 
BAPTIZE

1 Corinthians 1:17

For Christ sent me not to baptize, 
but to preach the gospel: not with 
wisdom of words, lest the cross of 
Christ should be made of none 
effect.



PREACH WHEN
IT IS EASY TO 
PREACH

Mark 12:37

David therefore himself calleth him 
Lord; and whence is he then his son? 
And the common people heard him
gladly.



PREACH WHEN 
IT IS DIFFICULT 
TO PREACH

Hosea 1:2

The beginning of the word of the 
LORD by Hosea. And the LORD 
said to Hosea, Go, take unto thee a 
wife of whoredoms and children of 
whoredoms: for the land hath 
committed great whoredom, 
departing from the LORD.



PREACH WHEN 
IT IS WANTED

Mark 2:1

And again he entered into Capernaum 
after some days; and it was noised that 
he was in the house. 2And straightway 
many were gathered together, 
insomuch that there was no room to 
receive them, no, not so much as about 
the door: and he preached the word 
unto them.



PREACH WHEN 
IT IS NOT 
WANTED

2 Timothy 4:3

For the time will come when they 
will not endure sound doctrine; but 
after their own lusts shall they heap 
to themselves teachers, having 
itching ears;



PREACH WHEN 
WE WANT THEM 
SAVED

1 Timothy 2:3-7

For this is good and acceptable in the sight of 
God our Saviour; 4Who will have all men to 
be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of 
the truth. 5 For there is one God, and one 
mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus; 6Who gave himself a ransom for 
all, to be testified in due time. 7Whereunto I 
am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I 
speak the truth in Christ, and lie not;) a 
teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity.



PREACH WHEN 
WE DON’T 
WANT THEM 
SAVED

Jonah 3:10 – 4:3

And God saw their works, that they 
turned from their evil way; and God 
repented of the evil, that he had said 
that he would do unto them; and he 
did it not.



PREACH WHEN 
WE DON’T 
WANT THEM 
SAVED

Jonah 3:10 – 4:3

Jonah 4:1 But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, 
and he was very angry. 2And he prayed unto the 
LORD, and said, I pray thee, O LORD, was not 
this my saying, when I was yet in my country? 
Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew 
that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow 
to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest
thee of the evil. 3Therefore now, O LORD, take, 
I beseech thee, my life from me; for it is better 
for me to die than to live.



PREACH WHEN 
THEY WILL 
LISTEN

Acts 17:11

These were more noble than those 
in Thessalonica, in that they received 
the word with all readiness of mind, 
and searched the scriptures daily, 
whether those things were so.



PREACH WHEN 
THEY WILL NOT 
LISTEN

Zechariah 7:8-12

And the word of the LORD came unto 
Zechariah, saying, 9Thus speaketh the 
LORD of hosts, saying, Execute true 
judgment, and shew mercy and 
compassions every man to his brother: 10

And oppress not the widow, nor the 
fatherless, the stranger, nor the poor; and 
let none of you imagine evil against his 
brother in your heart. 



PREACH WHEN 
THEY WILL NOT 
LISTEN

Zechariah 7:8-12

11 But they refused to hearken, and pulled 
away the shoulder, and stopped their ears, 
that they should not hear. 12Yea, they 
made their hearts as an adamant stone, 
lest they should hear the law, and the 
words which the LORD of hosts hath sent 
in his spirit by the former prophets: 
therefore came a great wrath from the 
LORD of hosts.



PERFORM DUTIES 
REGARDING 
ELDERS 
WITHOUT 
PARTIALITY

1 Timothy 5:19-21

Against an elder receive not an 
accusation, but before two or three 
witnesses. 20Them that sin rebuke 
before all, that others also may fear. 21 I 
charge thee before God, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the elect angels, that 
thou observe these things without 
preferring one before another, doing 
nothing by partiality.



PREACH GOD’S 
WORD TO THE 
SAVED

1 Corinthians 3:1-2

And I, brethren, could not speak 
unto you as unto spiritual, but as 
unto carnal, even as unto babes in 
Christ. 2 I have fed you with milk, 
and not with meat: for hitherto ye 
were not able to bear it, neither yet 
now are ye able.



BE AN EXAMPLE 

1 Timothy 4:12-13

Let no man despise thy youth; but 
be thou an example of the believers, 
in word, in conversation, in charity, 
in spirit, in faith, in purity. 13 Till I 
come, give attendance to reading, to 
exhortation, to doctrine.



BE BOLD

2 Timothy 4:2-5

Preach the word; be instant in season, out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine. 3 For the time will 
come when they will not endure sound 
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they 
heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 
4And they shall turn away their ears from the 
truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 5 But 
watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do 
the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy 
ministry.



PAY FOR 
PREACHING
VS
PREACHING FOR 
PAY

1 Corinthians 9:6-11

Or I only and Barnabas, have not we 
power to forbear working? 7Who 
goeth a warfare any time at his own 
charges? who planteth a vineyard, and 
eateth not of the fruit thereof? or who 
feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the 
milk of the flock? 8 Say I these things as 
a man? or saith not the law the same 
also? 



PAY FOR 
PREACHING
VS
PREACHING FOR 
PAY

1 Corinthians 9:6-11

9 For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou 
shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that 
treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care 
for oxen? 10 Or saith he it altogether for our 
sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: 
that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and 
that he that thresheth in hope should be 
partaker of his hope. 11 If we have sown unto 
you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall 
reap your carnal things?



CHURCH WORDS: MEMBERS

• Members - melos: a limb or part of the body: — member.



CHURCH WORDS: ASSEMBLY

• qahal: assembly, company, congregation, multitude.

• çowd: a session, i.e. company of persons (in close deliberation); by 
implication, intimacy, consultation, a secret:—assembly, consel, inward, 
secret (counsel).

• ʿedah: a stated assemblage (specifically, a concourse, or generally, a family 
or crowd):—assembly, company, congregation, multitude, people, swarm.

• ʿatsarah: an assembly, especially on a festival or holiday:—(solemn) 
assembly (meeting).



CHURCH WORDS: ASSEMBLY

• mowʿed: an appointment, i.e. a fixed time or season; specifically, a festival; conventionally a 
year; by implication, an assembly (as convened for a definite purpose); technically the 
congregation; by extension, the place of meeting; also a signal (as appointed 
beforehand):—appointed (sign, time), (place of, solemn) assembly, congregation, (set, 
solemn) feast, (appointed, due) season, solemn(-ity), synogogue, (set) time (appointed).

• mowshab: a seat; figuratively, a site; abstractly, a session; by extension an abode (the place 
or the time); by implication, population:—assembly, dwell in, dwelling(-place), wherein 
(that) dwelt (in), inhabited place, seat, sitting, situation, sojourning.



CHURCH WORDS: ASSEMBLY

• paneguris: a mass-meeting, i.e. (figuratively) universal companionship: —
general assembly.

• sunagoge: an assemblage of persons; specially, a Jewish “synagogue” (the 
meeting or the place); by analogy, a Christian church: — assembly, 
congregation, synagogue.

• ekklesia: a calling out, i.e. (concretely) a popular meeting, especially a 
religious congregation (Jewish synagogue, or Christian community of 
members on earth or saints in heaven or both): — assembly, church.



CHURCH WORDS: CHURCH

• Church - ekklesia: a calling out, i.e. (concretely) a popular 
meeting, especially a religious congregation (Jewish synagogue, 
or Christian community of members on earth or saints in 
heaven or both): — assembly, church.



RESPONSIBILITIES OF MEMBERS

• A church is made up of people in an area that collective decide 
to work together to fulfill the commands of God that can (or
can only) be carried out by Christians together.

• Those individuals/that church has responsibilities toward a
preacher/evangelist just as he has responsibilities toward them.



TEST SPIRITS

1 John 4:1

Beloved, believe not every 
spirit, but try the spirits 
whether they are of God: 
because many false prophets 
are gone out into the world.



VERIFY THE 
WORDS OF 
PREACHERS

Acts 17:10-11

And the brethren immediately sent 
away Paul and Silas by night unto 
Berea: who coming thither went into 
the synagogue of the Jews. 11These 
were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the 
word with all readiness of mind, and 
searched the scriptures daily, whether 
those things were so.



VALUE THE 
WORD, NOT THE 
SPEAKER

1 Corinthians 3:4-6

For while one saith, I am of Paul; and 
another, I am of Apollos; are ye not 
carnal? 5 Who then is Paul, and who
is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye 
believed, even as the Lord gave to 
every man? 6 I have planted, Apollos 
watered; but God gave the increase.



DO NOT 
WORSHIP 
PREACHERS

Acts 14:11-15

And when the people saw what Paul had 
done, they lifted up their voices, saying in 
the speech of Lycaonia, The gods are come 
down to us in the likeness of men. 12And 
they called Barnabas, Jupiter; and Paul, 
Mercurius, because he was the chief speaker. 
13Then the priest of Jupiter, which was 
before their city, brought oxen and garlands 
unto the gates, and would have done 
sacrifice with the people. 



DO NOT 
WORSHIP 
PREACHERS

Acts 14:11-15

14 Which when the apostles, Barnabas and 
Paul, heard of, they rent their clothes, and 
ran in among the people, crying out, 15

And saying, Sirs, why do ye these things? 
We also are men of like passions with you, 
and preach unto you that ye should turn 
from these vanities unto the living God, 
which made heaven, and earth, and the 
sea, and all things that are therein:



KEEP WATCH OF 
ELDERS

1 Timothy 5:19

Against an elder receive not an 
accusation, but before two or three 
witnesses.



GROW

Hebrews 5:12-14

For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, 
ye have need that one teach you again which be
the first principles of the oracles of God; and 
are become such as have need of milk, and not 
of strong meat. 13 For every one that useth milk
is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he 
is a babe. 14 But strong meat belongeth to them 
that are of full age, even those who by reason of 
use have their senses exercised to discern both 
good and evil.



REMUNERATE 
EVANGELIST FOR 
WORK

1 Corinthains 9:6-11

9 For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou 
shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that 
treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care 
for oxen? 10 Or saith he it altogether for 
our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is 
written: that he that ploweth should plow in 
hope; and that he that thresheth in hope 
should be partaker of his hope. 11 If we have 
sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great 
thing if we shall reap your carnal things?



REMUNERATE 
EVANGELIST FOR 
WORK

1 Corinthains 9:6-11

For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou 
shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that 
treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care 
for oxen? 10 Or saith he it altogether for 
our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is 
written: that he that ploweth should plow in 
hope; and that he that thresheth in hope 
should be partaker of his hope. 11 If we have 
sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great 
thing if we shall reap your carnal things?



BE ON THE 
RIGHT SIDE OF 
DIVISIONS

1 Corinthains 11:18-19

For first of all, when ye come 
together in the church, I hear that 
there be divisions among you; and I 
partly believe it. 19 For there must 
be also heresies among you, that 
they which are approved may be 
made manifest among you.



RESPOND 
APPROPRIATELY 
TO PREACHING

Acts 2:37, 41

37 Now when they heard this, they were 
pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter 
and to the rest of the apostles, Men and
brethren, what shall we do?

41Then they that gladly received his word 
were baptized: and the same day there 
were added unto them about three 
thousand souls.



CONCLUSIONS

• Ultimately, there are two responsibilities that a preacher has to 
the members of a church and that a church has to a preacher:



PREACH 
GOD’S 
WORD AND 
DO WHAT 
GOD’S 
WORD SAYS

Jeremiah 42:1-6

Then all the captains of the forces, and 
Johanan the son of Kareah, and Jezaniah the 
son of Hoshaiah, and all the people from the 
least even unto the greatest, came near, 2And 
said unto Jeremiah the prophet, Let, we 
beseech thee, our supplication be accepted 
before thee, and pray for us unto the LORD 
thy God, even for all this remnant; (for we are 
left but a few of many, as thine eyes do 
behold us:) 3That the LORD thy God may 
shew us the way wherein we may walk, and 
the thing that we may do. 



PREACH 
GOD’S 
WORD AND 
DO WHAT 
GOD’S 
WORD SAYS

Jeremiah 42:1-6

4Then Jeremiah the prophet said unto 
them, I have heard you; behold, I will pray 
unto the LORD your God according to 
your words; and it shall come to pass, that
whatsoever thing the LORD shall answer 
you, I will declare it unto you; I will keep 
nothing back from you. 5Then they said to 
Jeremiah, The LORD be a true and faithful 
witness between us, if we do not even 
according to all things for the which the 
LORD thy God shall send thee to us. 



PREACH 
GOD’S 
WORD AND 
DO WHAT 
GOD’S 
WORD SAYS

Jeremiah 42:1-6

6 Whether it be good, or whether it be
evil, we will obey the voice of the LORD 
our God, to whom we send thee; that it 
may be well with us, when we obey the 
voice of the LORD our God.



SUBMIT TO 
ONE 
ANOTHER 
FOR CHRIST

Ephesians 5:20-21

… 20 wgiving thanks always and for 
everything to God the Father xin the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21

ysubmitting to one another out of 
reverence for Christ.


