
WHY THE BIBLE. 



• Why is one of the first questions that we ask. 
• Why can be answered in a number of ways:
• Because; Therefore; For; That; Since; In order to…

• Why gives reason and understanding.
• Why projects trust:
• Should I do what you said or not?

• Why should I get this surgery?

• Can I expect what you said to be true or not?

• Why should I believe that this surgery will help me?

• Should I expect previous knowledge to repeat or not?
• Last time I got in trouble for calling 911. Why should I call it now?



• Does God expect us to question, or simply accept?
• Is it wrong to ask why?
• Why does why matter?



BEGINNING

• The bible starts with what, not why.
• Why doesn’t come in until man comes.
• Gen. 2:16-17



GENESIS 2:16-17

• And the LORD God commanded the man, 
saying, Of every tree of the garden thou 
mayest freely eat: 17 But of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt 
not eat of it: for in the day that thou 
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.



BEGINNING

• The bible starts with what, not why.
• Why doesn’t come in until man comes.
• Gen. 2:16-17

• God didn’t just give a command with no reason or say “Because I 
said so”, He gave a reason (why not).



BEGINNING

• Satan didn’t JUST suggest to Eve to eat the fruit:
• Eve said why she shouldn’t

• Satan said why she should.

• Gen. 3:1-5



GENESIS 3:1-5

• Now the serpent was more subtil than any 
beast of the field which the LORD God had 
made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, 
hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree 
of the garden? 2 And the woman said unto 
the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the 
trees of the garden: 3 But of the fruit of the 
tree which is in the midst of the garden, God 
hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall 
ye touch it, lest ye die. 4 And the serpent said 
unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 5
For God doth know that in the day ye eat 
thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and 
ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.



BEGINNING
• Satan didn’t JUST suggest to Eve to eat the fruit:
• Eve said why she shouldn’t

• Satan said why she should.
• Gen. 3:1-5

• Adam, Eve, and Satan were punished…..
• WHY???

• Gen. 3:14

• Punishment was forecast, so reason was given
• Reason was: to avoid punishment



GENESIS 12:1-3

• Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get 
thee out of thy country, and from thy 
kindred, and from thy father’s house, 
unto a land that I will shew thee: 2 And I 
will make of thee a great nation, and I will 
bless thee, and make thy name great; and 
thou shalt be a blessing: 3 And I will bless 
them that bless thee, and curse him that 
curseth thee: and in thee shall all families 
of the earth be blessed.



BEGINNING
• Abraham was told to leave his home
• Gen. 12:1-3

• Satan said why she should.
• Gen. 3:1-5

• He was told what God would do for him.
• What God would do was/became the reason.



BEGINNING
• God gave Pharaoh a reason to let His people go, but Pharaoh’s

actions caused another reason to be just as true.
• Gen. 8:1-2



EXODUS 8:1-2

• And the LORD spake unto Moses, Go unto 
Pharaoh, and say unto him, Thus saith the LORD, 
Let my people go, that they may serve me. 2 And 
if thou refuse to let them go, behold, I will smite 
all thy borders with frogs:



BEGINNING
• God gave Pharaoh a reason to let His people go (so His people 

could serve Him), but Pharaoh’s actions caused another reason to 
be just as true.
• Gen. 8:1-2

• There were multiple reasons for Pharaoh to obey:
• 1 reason was more applicable to the Hebrews

• 1 reason was more applicable to Pharaoh



BEGINNING
• Reasons don’t always transfer; or, there can be multiple reasons 

for one thing, but not all of them used for something similar
• 1 Sam. 16:6-7

• 1 Sam. 9:1-2



1 SAMUEL 16:6-7

• And it came to pass, when they were 
come, that he looked on Eliab, and said, 
Surely the LORD’S anointed is before him. 
7 But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look 
not on his countenance, or on the height 
of his stature; because I have refused 
him: for the LORD seeth not as man 
seeth; for man looketh on the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looketh on the 
heart.



1 SAMUEL 9:1-2

• Now there was a man of Benjamin, 
whose name was Kish, the son of Abiel, 
the son of Zeror, the son of Bechorath, 
the son of Aphiah, a Benjamite, a mighty 
man of power. 2 And he had a son, whose 
name was Saul, a choice young man, and 
a goodly: and there was not among the 
children of Israel a goodlier person than 
he: from his shoulders and upward he 
was higher than any of the people.



BEGINNING
• Causes examination, not of the action, but the reason and intent

of the action.
• Gen. 4:4-7



GENESIS 4:4-6

• … And the LORD had respect unto Abel 
and to his offering: 5 But unto Cain and to 
his offering he had not respect. And Cain 
was very wroth, and his countenance fell. 
6 And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art 
thou wroth? and why is thy countenance 
fallen? 7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not 
be accepted? and if thou doest not well, 
sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall 
be his desire, and thou shalt rule over 
him.



BEGINNING
• Can come in the form of another question.

• Gen. 4:9



GENESIS 4:9

• And the LORD said unto Cain, Where is
Abel thy brother? And he said, I know 
not: Am I my brother’s keeper?



BEGINNING
• God does not always give us the ‘why’ of every specific action at 
that time
• Gen. 22:1-2



GENESIS 22:1-2

• And it came to pass after these things, 
that God did tempt Abraham, and said 
unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, 
here I am. 2 And he said, Take now thy 
son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou 
lovest, and get thee into the land of 
Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt 
offering upon one of the mountains 
which I will tell thee of.



BEGINNING
• God does not always give us the ‘why’ of every specific action

• Gen. 22:1-2

• But it doesn’t mean there isn’t a reason, and that we haven’t been 
given that reason previously
• Heb. 11:17-19



HEBREWS 11:17-19

• By faith Abraham, when he was tried, 
offered up Isaac: and he that had 
received the promises offered up his only 
begotten son, 18 Of whom it was said, 
That in Isaac shall thy seed be called: 19

Accounting that God was able to raise 
him up, even from the dead; from 
whence also he received him in a figure.



BEGINNING
• God does not always give us the ‘why’ of every specific action

• Gen. 22:1-2

• But it doesn’t mean there isn’t a reason, and that we haven’t been 
given that reason previously
• Heb. 11:17-19

• God had proven HIMSELF as the reason to be obeyed and trusted



• What are our responsibilities as Christians regarding God, His 
word,…and why?



WHY FOR THE CHRISTIAN
• We are told to ask WHY to test, not just accept

• 1 Jn. 4:1



1 JOHN 4:1

• Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try 
the spirits whether they are of God: 
because many false prophets are gone 
out into the world.



WHY FOR THE CHRISTIAN
• We are told to ask WHY to test, not just accept

• 1 Jn. 4:1

• We are told to ask WHY for others to know why
• 1 Pet. 3:13-17



1 PETER 3:13-17

• And who is he that will harm you, if ye be 
followers of that which is good? 14 But and if 
ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye: 
and be not afraid of their terror, neither be 
troubled; 15 But sanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts: and be ready always to give an answer 
to every man that asketh you a reason of the 
hope that is in you with meekness and fear: 16 

Having a good conscience; that, whereas they 
speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be 
ashamed that falsely accuse your good 
conversation in Christ. 17 For it is better, if the 
will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, 
than for evil doing.



WHY FOR THE CHRISTIAN
• We are told to ask WHY to test, not just accept

• 1 Jn. 4:1

• We are told to ask WHY for others to know why
• 1 Pet. 3:13-17

• We are told to ask WHY because why is a compass
• Rom. 10:1-4



ROMANS 10:1-4

• Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to 
God for Israel is, that they might be 
saved. 2 For I bear them record that they 
have a zeal of God, but not according to 
knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of 
God’s righteousness, and going about to 
establish their own righteousness, have 
not submitted themselves unto the 
righteousness of God. 4 For Christ is the 
end of the law for righteousness to every 
one that believeth.



WHY?
• Why do we serve?

• Because God first loved us

• Jn. 3:14-16



JOHN 3:14-16

• And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of man 
be lifted up: 15 That whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have eternal 
life. 16 For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.



WHY?
• Why do we serve?

• Because God first loved us

• Jn. 3:14-16

• Why do we serve?
• Because if it’s all a lie, we’re wasting time

• 1 Cor. 15:12-19



1 CORINTHIANS 
15:12-19

• Now if Christ be preached that he rose 
from the dead, how say some among you 
that there is no resurrection of the dead? 
13 But if there be no resurrection of the 
dead, then is Christ not risen: 14 And if 
Christ be not risen, then is our preaching 
vain, and your faith is also vain. 15 Yea, 
and we are found false witnesses of God; 
because we have testified of God that he 
raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, 
if so be that the dead rise not.



1 CORINTHIANS 
15:12-19

• 16 For if the dead rise not, then is not 
Christ raised: 17 And if Christ be not 
raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in 
your sins. 18 Then they also which are 
fallen asleep in Christ are perished. 19 If in 
this life only we have hope in Christ, we 
are of all men most miserable.



WHY?
• Why do we serve?

• Because God first loved us

• Jn. 3:14-16

• Why do we serve?
• Because if it’s all a lie, we’re wasting time

• 1 Cor. 15:12-19

• Why do we serve?
• Because we want to be in Heaven, and don’t want to be in Hell

• Matt. 25:34, 41, 46



MATTHEW 
25:34, 41, 46

• 34 Then shall the King say unto them on 
his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world:

• 41 Then shall he say also unto them on 
the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, 
into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels:

• 46 And these shall go away into 
everlasting punishment: but the 
righteous into life eternal.



PHILIPPIANS 2:9-11

• Wherefore God also hath highly exalted 
him, and given him a name which is 
above every name: 10 That at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things
under the earth; 11 And that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.


