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“Beware of false prophets, who 
come to you in sheep’s clothing but 

inwardly are ravenous wolves.”  
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FALSE PROPHETS
Matthew 7:15-20 
Matt. 24:5,11,24 
Acts 20:28-29 
2Cor. 11:1-4,13-15 
Galatians 1:6-9 
Colossians 2:8,16-19 

2Thes. 2:8-12 
1Timothy 1:19-20 
1Timothy 4:1-2 
2Timothy 2:16-17 
2Timothy 4:3-4 
Titus 1:10-11 

2Peter 2:1-2 
1John 2:18-23 
1John 4:1-3 
2John 9-11 
Jude 3-4 
Rev. 2:15,20-24
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FALSE PROPHETS
Matthew 7:15 establishes: 
1. Christianity rests on a fixed standard of truth. 
2. To be wrong is dangerous. 
3. It’s possible to be misled and not know it.
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JEREMIAH 6:13-15
“For from the least to the greatest of 
them, 
everyone is greedy for unjust gain; 
and from prophet to priest, 
everyone deals falsely. 
They have healed the wound of my 
people lightly, saying, ‘Peace, peace,’  
when there is no peace.



JEREMIAH 6:13-15
“Were they ashamed when they 
committed abomination? 
No, they were not at all ashamed; 
they did not know how to blush. 
Therefore they shall fall among those who 
fall; 
at the time that I punish them, they shall 
be overthrown,” 
says the Lord.
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(1) There is no “narrow way” in their teaching (7:15)

—little doctrine; all love & acceptance,  
no holiness & wrath
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“Any teaching which takes the iron out of religion, 
any teaching which takes the Cross out of 
Christianity, any teaching which eliminates the threat 
from the voice of Christ, any teaching which pushes 
judgment into the background and makes men think 
lightly of sin, is false teaching.” - Wm. Barclay
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(2) They will bear bad fruit (7:16-20)—bad motives 
& errant outcomes will be revealed; wait, watch, & see
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1 JOHN 3:10
By this it is evident who are the 
children of God, and who are the 
children of the devil: whoever 
does not practice righteousness is 
not of God, nor is the one who 
does not love his brother.
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EZEKIEL 13:10-12
Precisely because they have misled my people, 
saying, ‘Peace, peace,’ when there is no peace, 
and because, when the people build a wall, 
these prophets smear it with whitewash, say to 
those who smear it with whitewash that it 
shall fall! There will be a deluge of rain, and 
you, O great hailstones, will fall, and a stormy 
wind break out. And when the wall falls, will 
it not be said to you, ‘Where is the coating 
with which you smeared it?’
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look carefully & patiently





“For this reason, we need not hesitate to be fair 
with the teachers who come our way, giving them 
the benefit of the doubt until circumstances are 
clear. This will not make us trustingly simple or 
turn us into fresh meat for every deceiver. The 
fruit will reveal the tree soon enough.



“And it is likely better to be momentarily 
deceived by an occasional wolf than to be 
constantly and impetuously trying to jerk the 
wool off of every one of the Lord’s sheep.”  

- Paul Earnhart
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