
THE MOST IMPORTANT 
MAN IN HISTORY

LUKE 23:13-25



• Who is the most important person in History?
• ____

• What does God want in exchange for His Son?
• ____ ____ ____ ____ ____

• What is the reward for serving God?
• ____ ____ ____ ____



BARABBAS

• Was guilty of sedition and murder
• Lk. 23:16-19



LUKE 23:16-19

I will therefore chastise him, and release
him. 17 (For of necessity he must release 
one unto them at the feast.) 18 And they 
cried out all at once, saying, Away with 
this man, and release unto us Barabbas: 
19 (Who for a certain sedition made in 
the city, and for murder, was cast into 
prison.)



BARABBAS

• Was guilty of sedition and murder
• Lk. 23:16-19

• Was guilty of death
• Lk. 23:20-23



LUKE 23:20-23

Pilate therefore, willing to release Jesus, 
spake again to them. 21 But they cried, 
saying, Crucify him, crucify him. 22 And 
he said unto them the third time, Why, 
what evil hath he done? I have found no 
cause of death in him: I will therefore 
chastise him, and let him go. 23 And 
they were instant with loud voices, 
requiring that he might be crucified. 
And the voices of them and of the chief 
priests prevailed.



BARABBAS

• Was guilty of sedition and murder
• Lk. 23:16-19

• Was worthy of death
• Lk. 23:20-23

• Had his life traded for the life of God (Christ)
• Lk. 23:24-25



LUKE 23:24-25

And Pilate gave sentence that it should 
be as they required. 25 And he released 
unto them him that for sedition and 
murder was cast into prison, whom they 
had desired; but he delivered Jesus to 
their will.



INVESTMENTS

• An investment expects something to be given at one time in
exchange for something of greater value later.



INVESTMENTS

If Forest Gump were real and had truly purchased a 3-percent 
share in Apple in the 1970s, he would be worth about $7 billion 
right now.

Atari founder Nolan Bushman passed on an opportunity to invest 
$50,000 in seed money in Apple (he was one of Steve Jobs’ first 
bosses) that would have given him a third of a company worth 
over $850 billion and on its way to becoming one of the first-ever 
trillion-dollar companies.



INVESTMENTS
• If you thought director George Lucas was ahead of his time with the Star 

Warsfranchise, you don’t know the half of it.

• Back before we met Princess Leia or Chewbacca, Lucas pulled off one of the 
most lucrative deals in Hollywood when he agreed to a $20,000 pay cut in 
exchange for the merchandising rights to Star Wars and all of its sequels.

• Not only did 20th Century Fox fail to realize that the crazy space movie would 
spawn a worldwide following, but the studio also missed that the characters 
would literally jump off the screen and be worth a mint in merch.

• At last tally, action figures and other Star Wars paraphernalia have 
contributed $3 billion to Lucas' $5.2 billion fortune.
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INVESTMENTS

The Louisiana Purchase, made in 1803, nearly doubled the size of 
the United States. By any measure, it was one of the most colossal 
land transactions in history, involving an area larger than today’s 
France, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Germany, Holland, Switzerland and the 
British Isles combined. All or parts of 15 Western states would 
eventually be carved from its nearly 830,000 square miles, which 
stretched from the Gulf of Mexico to Canada, and from the 
Mississippi River to the Rocky Mountains. And the price, $15 million, 
or about four cents an acre, was a breathtaking bargain.



INVESTMENTS
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INVESTMENTS



INVESTMENTS

530,000,000 (acres of purchase) x $3000 (average per acre today)      
= $1,590,000,000,000

$1,590,000,000,000 (price today) ÷ $729,000,000 (adjusted price)    
= 2,181 or 218,100% 

The Louisiana Purchase gave a 218 thousand percent gain.



JESUS ON INVESTMENTS

• Parable  of the talents
• Matt. 25:14-30



MATTHEW
25:14-30

…Then he which had received the one talent 
came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou 
art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not 
sown, and gathering where thou hast not 
strawed: 25 And I was afraid, and went and hid 
thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast
that is thine. 26 His lord answered and said 
unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, 
thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, 
and gather where I have not strawed: 27 Thou 
oughtest therefore to have put my money to 
the exchangers, and then at my coming I 
should have received mine own with usury…



JESUS ON INVESTMENTS

• Parable  of the talents
• Matt. 25:14-30

• Parable of the fig tree
• Lk. 13:6-9



LUKE 13:6-9

He spake also this parable; A certain man had 
a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came 
and sought fruit thereon, and found none. 7
Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, 
Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit 
on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; 
why cumbereth it the ground? 8 And he 
answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone 
this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung
it: 9 And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then
after that thou shalt cut it down.



JESUS ON INVESTMENTS

• Parable  of the talents
• Matt. 25:14-30

• Parable of the fig tree
• Lk. 13:6-9

• Parable of the wicked husbandmen
• Matt. 21:33-41



MATTHEW
21:33-41

…But last of all he sent unto them his son, 
saying, They will reverence my son. 38 But 
when the husbandmen saw the son, they said 
among themselves, This is the heir; come, let 
us kill him, and let us seize on his inheritance. 
39 And they caught him, and cast him out of 
the vineyard, and slew him. 40 When the lord 
therefore of the vineyard cometh, what will 
he do unto those husbandmen? 41 They say 
unto him, He will miserably destroy those 
wicked men, and will let out his vineyard unto 
other husbandmen, which shall render him 
the fruits in their seasons…



THE MOST IMPORTANT MAN IN HISTORY

• Jesus’ life was given in exchange for Barabbas’.
• Some evidence that Barabbas’ name was Jesus.

• Matt. 27:16



MATTHEW
27:16

ESV: 16 And they had then a notorious 
prisoner called Barabbas. 17 So when they had 
gathered, Pilate said to them, "Whom do you 
want me to release for you: Barabbas, or 
Jesus who is called Christ?”
------------------------------------------------------------
NIV 16 At that time they had a well-known 
prisoner whose name was Jesus 
Barabbas. 17 So when the crowd had 
gathered, Pilate asked them, "Which one do 
you want me to release to you: Jesus 
Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the 
Messiah?"



THE MOST IMPORTANT MAN IN HISTORY

• Jesus’ life was given in exchange for Barabbas’.
• Some evidence that Barabbas’ name was Jesus.

• Matt. 27:16

• The rest of Barabbas’ life was one that was live with Jesus the Christ as its 
investment.

• What type of life did he live afterward?



A COLLATERAL OF DEITY
• Jesus traded his life for the life of Barabbas.
• An investment of the life of the most important entity in all of

creation made available to us makes him the most important 
person in history.

• How to live up to an investment of Christ?



A COLLATERAL OF DEITY
• What type of return should be expected if God is the investment?

• $1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000?

• 10 universes?

• All of the precious metals of 1,000,000,000 earths?

• All of these things would be in God’s power already.



BARABBAS’ RETURN ON INVESTMENT

• His life
• Mk. 8:35



MARK 8:35

And when he had called the people
unto him with his disciples also, he said 
unto them, Whosoever will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross, and follow me. 35 For 
whosoever will save his life shall lose it; 
but whosoever shall lose his life for my 
sake and the gospel’s, the same shall 
save it.



BARABBAS’ RETURN ON INVESTMENT

• His life
• Mk. 8:35

• His obedience
• Heb. 12:28



HEBREWS 12:28

Wherefore we receiving a kingdom 
which cannot be moved, let us have 
grace, whereby we may serve God 
acceptably with reverence and godly 
fear: 29 For our God is a consuming fire.



BARABBAS’ RETURN ON INVESTMENT

• His life
• Mk. 8:35

• His obedience
• Heb. 12:28

• These are the only things that ”belong to us”.
• 1 Tim. 2:4-6

• Barabbas is the most important person in history.



1 TIMOTHY 2:4-6

Who will have all men to be saved, and to 
come unto the knowledge of the truth. 5 For
there is one God, and one mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus; 6 Who 
gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in 
due time.



BARABBAS’ RETURN ON INVESTMENT

• His life
• Mk. 8:35

• His obedience
• Heb. 12:28

• These are the only things that ”belong to us”.
• 1 Tim. 2:4-6

• Barabbas is the most important person in history.



YOUR RETURN ON INVESTMENT

• My life
• Mk. 8:35

• My obedience
• Heb. 12:28

• These are the only things that ”belong to us”.
• 1 Tim. 2:4-6

• YOU are the most important person in history.



THE MOST IMPORTANT PERSON IN HISTORY IS
YOU

• We are afforded a special ’deal’.

• God invested His Son in you

• 1 Jn. 4:7-10



1 JOHN 4:7-10

Beloved, let us love one another: for 
love is of God; and every one that 
loveth is born of God, and knoweth
God. 8 He that loveth not knoweth not 
God; for God is love. 9 In this was 
manifested the love of God toward us, 
because that God sent his only begotten 
Son into the world, that we might live 
through him. 10 Herein is love, not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us, and 
sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins.



THE MOST IMPORTANT PERSON IN HISTORY IS
YOU

• We are afforded a special ’deal’.

• God invested His Son in you

• 1 Jn. 4:9

• The expected return is your life and your obedience

• The return on your return is to become a child of God

• Eph. 1:3-5



EPHESIANS 1:3-5

Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us 
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places in Christ: 4 According as he hath 
chosen us in him before the foundation 
of the world, that we should be holy 
and without blame before him in love: 5
Having predestinated us unto the 
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to 
himself, according to the good pleasure 
of his will…



THE DEAL OF A LIFETIME
• God invested EVERYTHING in you.

• His Son was killed….

• And in exchange He asks you to become His child.

• The return on this investment is… YOU!
• What God expects back from the investment of His Son is You!
• A return is expected to be greater than the investment.

• What He expects back is what was most important:
• You.
• Is. 57:15



ISAIAH 57:15

For thus saith the high and lofty One 
that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is
Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, 
with him also that is of a contrite and 
humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the 
humble, and to revive the heart of the 
contrite ones.



• Who is the most important person in History?
• ME!

• What does God want in exchange for His Son?
• My Life and My Obedience

• What is the reward for serving God?
• I am His child



MATTHEW
13:44-46

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like 
unto treasure hid in a field; the which 
when a man hath found, he hideth, and 
for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that 
he hath, and buyeth that field. 45 Again, 
the kingdom of heaven is like unto a 
merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: 46
Who, when he had found one pearl of 
great price, went and sold all that he 
had, and bought it.


