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JUDGE NEVER
Or else we could not obey 
- “Do not give what is holy to dogs …” (v.6) 
- “Beware of the false prophets …” (v.15) 
- How to correct an erring brother (18:15)

“JUDGE NOT” IS NOT



JOHN 7:24
“Stop judging by mere 
appearances, and make a 
right judgment.”
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MATTHEW 6:14-15
For if you forgive others their 
trespasses, your heavenly Father 
will also forgive you, but if you 
do not forgive others their 
trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses.



JAMES 2:13
For judgment is without 
mercy to one who has 
shown no mercy. Mercy 
triumphs over judgment.



WHAT JUDGMENT IS FORBIDDEN?



all-out condemnation, pronouncing 
judgment in a final sense
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WHAT JUDGMENT IS FORBIDDEN?
“A good summary of his meaning is, ‘Do not judge 
others until you are prepared to be judged by the 
same standard. And then, when you exercise 
j u d g m e n t t o w a r d o t h e r s , d o i t w i t h 
humility” (Weber).
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Does that mean if I accept everyone and 
refuse to call anything wrong, God will use 
that standard on me?
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Does that mean if I accept everyone and 
refuse to call anything wrong, God will use 
that standard on me?

You were silent and left people in their sin? 
Yes, He will apply the same standard to you.

“… it will be measured to you.”



MATTHEW 10:32-33
So everyone who acknowledges me 
before men, I also will acknowledge 
before my Father who is in heaven, 
but whoever denies me before 
men, I also will deny before my 
Father who is in heaven.
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It is easier for all of us to apply rules to other 
people than it is to apply them to ourselves.
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Why do you pass judgment 
on your brother? Or you, why 
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ROMANS 14:10-13
for it is written, 

“As I live, says the Lord, every 
knee shall bow to me, 
and every tongue shall confess to 
God.” [Isa. 45:23] 

So then each of us will give an 
account of himself to God.



ROMANS 14:10-13
Therefore let us not pass 
judgment on one another any 
longer, but rather decide 
never to put a stumbling 
block or hindrance in the way 
of a brother.





The difference between good judgment 
and this forbidden judgment is one of 

attitude and intent.



“the command to judge not is not a 
requirement to be blind, but rather 
a plea to be generous.” - John Stott



{ YOU FIRST. }

Authentic
CHR I S T I AN I T Y



{ YOU FIRST. }

Authentic
CHR I S T I AN I T Y



& THE BEAM IN YOURS

MATTHEW 7:3-5

THE SPECK IN THEIR EYE



& THE BEAM IN YOURS

MATTHEW 7:3-5

THE SPECK IN THEIR EYE



THE DANGER OF
JUDGING

We rationalize away our guilt 
but not that of others.



THE DANGER OF
JUDGING

We rationalize away our guilt 
but not that of others.



& THE BEAM IN YOURS

MATTHEW 7:3-5 
The “log,” the judge’s big fault, is his self-righteous attitude.

THE SPECK IN THEIR EYE



& THE BEAM IN YOURS

MATTHEW 7:3-5 
The “log,” the judge’s big fault, is his self-righteous attitude.

THE SPECK IN THEIR EYE



THE LOG IN YOUR EYE



“Take the chip out of your eye!” 
“Take the beam out of yours!”

THE LOG IN YOUR EYE



“Take the chip out of your eye!” 
“Take the beam out of yours!”

The worst thing to do is take the eye examiner’s 
log as an excuse for you to keep your speck.

THE LOG IN YOUR EYE
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The moral is, YOU FIRST.
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is there something in my eye?

(1) Do I feel pleased when I hear something 
unpleasant about another person?

(2) Do I get a rush when I learn about 
mistakes others have made?

(3) When looking critically at some person 
or group, do I almost hope to find some 
fault in them?

THE ESSENTIAL WORK OF BEAM DETECTION



If criticizing gives you pain, 
then do it; 

If it gives you the slightest 
pleasure, keep your mouth shut.
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is there something in my eye?

(4) How much of my time do I spend in expressing my 
opinion about people with whom I really have no direct 
dealings? Do I experience a malicious pleasure in doing 
so?

(5) Do I habitually express my unguarded opinion without 
knowledge of all the facts? Am I a “headline only” reader 
and a one-man jury?

(6) Do I relish advancing blanket condemnations at the drop 
of a meme? Am I as quick to condemn as James & John 
were toward the Samaritans (Lk. 9:54)?
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is there something in my eye?

(7) Do I never take the trouble to understand the 
circumstances, but am never ready to excuse or extend 
mercy?

THE ESSENTIAL WORK OF BEAM DETECTION



“Never judge a man by 
what he says; try and 

find out why he said it.”



“Believe me, every man has his 
secret sorrows, which the world 

knows not; and oftentimes we call 
a man cold when he is only sad.”



“If we could only read the secret 
history of our enemies, we would 

find in each man’s life sorrow 
and suffering enough to disarm 

all hostility.” - H.W. Longfellow
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is there something in my eye?

(7) Do I never take the trouble to understand the 
circumstances, but am never ready to excuse or 
extend mercy?

(8) Does a single point of disagreement cause me to 
dismiss any and all potential good in a person?

(9) Do I neglect the weightier matters—justice, mercy, 
faithfulness—but never fail to spot the specks I love 
to hate?

THE ESSENTIAL WORK OF BEAM DETECTION



is there something in my eye?

1. Start with your own spirit. [Beam detection: 
knowing is half the battle.] 

2. Read 1 Corinthians 13 aloud to yourself every day.  

3. Examine your attitude toward the other person. 
Prayerfully face the truth about yourself. 

4. Take the statements you make about another 
person. Sit down and analyze them, and ask 
yourself what you really mean.
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“Our habitual response to Scripture must be to say, 
‘What about me?’ rather than, ‘What about others?” 

YOU FIRST.
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THE DELICATE WORK OF SPECK REMOVAL



is there something in your eye?

1. Think of the imagery. How do you go about 
helping someone get something out of their 
eye? Transfer that to the spiritual realm. 

2. Be humble and sympathetic, conscious of your 
own faults. This should help you feel more like 
weeping than condemning, angry at sin itself. 

3. Now full of empathy and compassion, speak 
the truth in love.

THE DELICATE WORK OF SPECK REMOVAL



“They have a Right to censure  
who have a Heart to help.”  

- William Penn



There is a difference between condemnation and 
criticism. Criticism in its purest form contains an 

appreciation of the subject being examined.
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If anyone persistently resists, rejects, and displays 

hostility, they’ve proven that they lack the necessary 
discernment to benefit from your message at that time.

OF PIGS &



PEARLS
If anyone persistently resists, rejects, and displays 

hostility, they’ve proven that they lack the necessary 
discernment to benefit from your message at that time.

OF PIGS &



PEARLS
There comes a point where you must 

withdraw from obstinacy. It becomes the 
best thing for you and for them.
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Nathanael 
Nicodemus 

the Samaritan woman 
Pilate 
Herod

JESUSJESUS
VARIED HIS METHOD FROM PERSON TO PERSON



ACTS 13:46
And Paul and Barnabas spoke out 
boldly, saying, “It was necessary 
that the word of God be spoken 
first to you. Since you thrust it 
a s ide and judge your se lves 
unworthy of eternal life, behold, we 
are turning to the Gentiles.”



Sad as it is, there are some people who, no matter how 
patiently taught, simply do not have “ears to hear.”  

We must recognize the different types and learn to 
discriminate between them.

“THEY WILL TURN & TEAR YOU TO PIECES”
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“THEY WILL TURN & TEAR YOU TO PIECES”
“It is a heartbreaking thing to be daily witness to the lost 
estate of your own children, parents, wife, husband, 
friends. What are we going to do when those we love are 
so unconcerned? The Lord is saying to us, ‘Go out and 
teach someone else’s children, someone else’s mother 
and father.’” - Paul Earnhart



“THEY WILL TURN & TEAR YOU TO PIECES”

You’re not abandoning these others; 
you’re leaving them with the testimony 
you planted. Be patient. Let your example 
and the Holy Spirit continue to work.
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