
Sins of my Brother
Applications in the Story of Cain and 

Abel



The Marshmallow Test



How to Catch a Monkey



Sacrifice is the Answer to the punishment laid out 
to man.

- Genesis 17

Cain and Abel - Genesis 4

- Sacrifice the right things
- How to treat your brother

But really stop to think about the story…



The Soviet Union in the 20th Century

- 1880s starts to lay out what turns into communism.
- Works pretty well for them until the 1920s

    Famine comes. Blame the farmers.

But the blame keeps shifting throughout the 1900s.



Cain and Abel

1 Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, and said, “I 
have acquired a man from the Lord.”

- Reaction to babies.
- This is the first relationship you have in the world.



2 Then she bore again, this time his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of 
sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 3 And in the process of time it came to 
pass that Cain brought an offering of the fruit of the ground to the Lord. 4 Abel 
also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And the Lord respected 
Abel and his offering, 5 but He did not respect Cain and his offering. And Cain 
was very angry, and his countenance fell.

- Even brothers are not the same. But the same devotion is still expected of 
them.



So the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? And why has your countenance 
fallen? 7 If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin 
lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it.”

8 Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass, when they were in 
the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him.

- Do not blame your brother for the dominion your sin has over you. 



Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?”

He said, “I do not know. Am I my brother’s keeper?”

10 And He said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood cries out 
to Me from the ground. 11 So now you are cursed from the earth, which has 
opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12 When you 
till the ground, it shall no longer yield its strength to you. A fugitive and a 
vagabond you shall be on the earth.”



And Cain said to the Lord, “My punishment is greater than I can bear! 14 Surely 
You have driven me out this day from the face of the ground; I shall be hidden 
from Your face; I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond on the earth, and it will 
happen that anyone who finds me will kill me.”

15 And the Lord said to him, “Therefore, whoever kills Cain, vengeance shall be 
taken on him sevenfold.” And the Lord set a mark on Cain, lest anyone finding 
him should kill him.



The story has changed who is being addressed

1st Half: How to treat your brother

2nd Half: How to treat your brother that has killed your brother



The Gulag Archipelago 

- The Gulags

“To do evil a human being must first of all believe that what he’s doing is good, or else that it’s a well-considered act 
in conformity with natural law. Fortunately, it is in the nature of the human being to seek a justification for his 
actions.

Ideology – that is what gives evil doing its long-sought justification and gives the evildoer the necessary 
steadfastness and determination. That is the social theory which helps to make his acts seem good instead of bad 
in his own and others’ eyes, so that he won’t hear reproaches and curses but will receive praise and honors. That 
was how the agents of the Inquisition fortified their wills: by invoking Catholicism; the conquerors of foreign lands, 
by extolling the grandeur of their Motherland; the colonizers, by civilization; the Nazis, by race; and the Jacobins 
(early and late), by equality, brotherhood, and the happiness of future generations.

Thanks to ideology, the 20th century was fated to experience evildoing on a scale calculated in the millions. This 
cannot be denied, nor passed over, nor suppressed. How, then, do we dare insist that evildoers do not exist? And 
who was it that destroyed these millions? Without evildoers there would have been no archipelago.”



Habakkuk

Chapter 2: God says Woe to the evildoers

Chapter 3: Habakkuk sees God bringing justice

If evil exists, its opposite has to as well. 

Sacrifice is the most noble thing someone can do.


