
Unity: Surface 
or Deep

EPHESIANS 4:1-16



WHAT IS UNITY?

• UNITY - the state of being in full agreement; the quality or state of not 
being multiple
• 3 Personages – 1 Godhead
• 12 Tribes – 1 Nation
• 66 Books – 1 Word
• 4 Writers, 4 Perspectives, 4 Gospels – 1 Message



Unity: Surface or Deep

• How much agreement is needed to be in unity?
• Are there degrees of unity or is unity an all or nothing concept?
• Where does unity come from?
• Does it matter what unites us?



Surface Unity: SIN

• OLD TESTAMENT
• (Jdgs. 17:1-13)
• Jdgs. 18:18-20



JUDGES
18:18-20

And these went into Micah’s house, and fetched 
the carved image, the ephod, and the teraphim, 
and the molten image. Then said the priest unto 
them, What do ye? 19 And they said unto him, Hold 
thy peace, lay thine hand upon thy mouth, and go 
with us, and be to us a father and a priest: is it
better for thee to be a priest unto the house of one 
man, or that thou be a priest unto a tribe and a 
family in Israel? 20 And the priest’s heart was glad, 
and he took the ephod, and the teraphim, and the 
graven image, and went in the midst of the people.



Surface Unity: SIN

• OLD TESTAMENT
• (Jdgs. 17:1-13)
• Jdgs. 18:18-20

• NEW TESTAMENT
• Acts 23:6-9



ACTS 
23:6-9

But when Paul perceived that the one part were 
Sadducees, and the other Pharisees, he cried out in 
the council, Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, 
the son of a Pharisee: of the hope and resurrection 
of the dead I am called in question. 7 And when he 
had so said, there arose a dissension between the 
Pharisees and the Sadducees: and the multitude 
was divided. 8 For the Sadducees say that there is 
no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit: but the 
Pharisees confess both. 9 And there arose a great 
cry: and the scribes that were of the Pharisees’ 
part arose, and strove, saying, We find no evil in 
this man: but if a spirit or an angel hath spoken to 
him, let us not fight against God.



Deep Unity: SIN

• OLD TESTAMENT
• DESTROY DAVID AND LEAD ISRAEL
• 2 Sam. 17:1-4, 14, 23



2 SAMUEL
17:1-4, 14, 
23

Moreover Ahithophel said unto Absalom, Let me 
now choose out twelve thousand men, and I will 
arise and pursue after David this night: 2 And I will 
come upon him while he is weary and weak 
handed, and will make him afraid: and all the 
people that are with him shall flee; and I will smite 
the king only: 3 And I will bring back all the people 
unto thee: the man whom thou seekest is as if all 
returned: so all the people shall be in peace. 4 And 
the saying pleased Absalom well, and all the elders 
of Israel. 5 Then said Absalom, Call now Hushai the 
Archite also, and let us hear likewise what he 
saith.



2 SAMUEL
17:1-4, 14, 
23

14 And Absalom and all the men of Israel said, The 
counsel of Hushai the Archite is better than the 
counsel of Ahithophel. For the LORD had 
appointed to defeat the good counsel of 
Ahithophel, to the intent that the LORD might 
bring evil upon Absalom.

23 And when Ahithophel saw that his counsel was 
not followed, he saddled his ass, and arose, and 
gat him home to his house, to his city, and put his 
household in order, and hanged himself, and died, 
and was buried in the sepulchre of his father.



Deep Unity: SIN

• OLD TESTAMENT
• DESTROY DAVID AND LEAD ISRAEL
• 2 Sam. 17:1-4, 14, 23

• NEW TESTAMENT
• CRUCIFIXION OF GREATEST ENEMY OF GOD

Called Christ sinner (Matt. 9:11) Called follower of Satan (Matt. 9:34)

Plotted to kill (Matt. 12:14) Tempted (Matt. 16:1)

Trap in words (Matt. 19:3) Suborned men (Matt. 26:59-61



Deep Unity: SIN

• OLD TESTAMENT
• DESTROY DAVID AND LEAD ISRAEL
• 2 Sam. 17:1-4, 14, 23

• NEW TESTAMENT
• CRUCIFIXION OF GREATEST ENEMY OF GOD
• Matt. 27:25
• Acts 5:28



MATTHEW
27:25

When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that
rather a tumult was made, he took water, and washed his
hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the 
blood of this just person: see ye to it. 25 Then answered all 
the people, and said, His blood be on us, and on our 
children.



ACTS 
5:28

Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye 
should not teach in this name? and, behold, ye 
have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and 
intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.



Surface Unity: Righteousness

• OLD TESTAMENT
• Offerings to God, Brothers
• Gen. 4:3-5



GENESIS 
4:3-5

And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain 
brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto 
the LORD. 4 And Abel, he also brought of the 
firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the 
LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering: 5
But unto Cain and to his offering he had not 
respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his 
countenance fell.



Surface Unity: Righteousness

• OLD TESTAMENT
• Offerings to God, Brothers
• Gen. 4:3-5

• NEW TESTAMENT
• 6/6…6/7
• Mk. 10:17-22



MARK
10:17-22

And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one 
running, and kneeled to him, and asked him, Good Master, 
what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? 18 And Jesus 
said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none 
good but one, that is, God. 19 Thou knowest the 
commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do 
not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour
thy father and mother. 20 And he answered and said unto 
him, Master, all these have I observed from my youth. 21

Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, 
One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou 
hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in 
heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me. 22

And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for 
he had great possessions.



Deep Unity: Righteousness

• OLD TESTAMENT
• Let God Be True
• Dan. 3:14-18



DANIEL
3:14-18

Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, O 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, do not ye serve my 
gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up? 
15 Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound 
of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, 
and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the 
image which I have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye 
shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning 
fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you 
out of my hands? 16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are
not careful to answer thee in this matter. 17 If it be so, our 
God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning 
fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O 
king. 18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we 
will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image 
which thou hast set up.



Deep Unity: Righteousness

• OLD TESTAMENT
• Let God Be True
• Dan. 3:14-18

• NEW TESTAMENT
• Let God Remain True
• Acts 5:27-29, 41-42



ACTS
5:27-29, 
41-42

29 And when they had brought them, they set them before 
the council: and the high priest asked them, 28 Saying, Did 
not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in 
this name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your 
doctrine, and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us. 29

Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We 
ought to obey God rather than men.

41 And they departed from the presence of the council, 
rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame 
for his name. 42 And daily in the temple, and in every 
house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.



Unity: Expectations

• Surface unity in sin will disappoint.
• Deep unity in sin will disappoint.
• Surface unity in righteous will eventually disappoint.

• Deep unity in righteousness will never disappoint.



Unity: Applications

• Christ is the ONLY thing of all things that can bring true and 
perfect unity.
• Jn. 17



JOHN
17:20-23

Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also 
which shall believe on me through their word; 21
That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in 
me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: 
that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 
22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given 
them; that they may be one, even as we are one: 23
I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made 
perfect in one; and that the world may know that 
thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou 
hast loved me.



Unity: Applications

• Christ is the ONLY thing of all things that can bring true and 
perfect unity.
• Jn. 17

•Matters of Fellowship/Salvation issues.
• Can we agree to disagree about the Bible?
• Can there be multiple perspectives on truth in God’s word?
• If the Bible is God’s word, what can we disagree with God about 

and still be in unity with Him?
• Matt. 5:17-20



MATTHEW
5:17-20

Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the 
prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. 18
For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth 
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from 
the law, till all be fulfilled. 19 Whosoever therefore 
shall break one of these least commandments, and 
shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in 
the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do 
and teach them, the same shall be called great in 
the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I say unto you, That 
except your righteousness shall exceed the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall 
in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.



Unity: Applications
• Christ is the ONLY thing of all things that can bring true and 

perfect unity.
• Jn. 17

•Matters of Fellowship/Salvation issues.
• If the Bible is God’s word, what can we disagree with God about 

and still be in unity with Him?
• Matt. 5:17-20

• True unity is oneness with God in mind (how you are one), 
judgement (why you are one) and actions (showing you are 
one)

Deut. 6:5; Mk. 12:33



DEUTERONOMY
6:5

MARK
12:33

And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with 
all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy might.

And to love him with all the heart, and with 
all the understanding, and with all the soul, 
and with all the strength, and to love his
neighbour as himself, is more than all whole 
burnt offerings and sacrifices.



Unity: Applications

• Coming back to sin: sin always disappoints.
• Coming back to righteousness: righteousness always seeks 

best
• Gen. 4:6



GENESIS
4:6

And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? 
and why is thy countenance fallen? 7 If thou doest
well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest
not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall 
be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.



Unity: Applications

• Unity isn’t about doing what we THINK is right.
• We MUST conform to God’s word to be unified in Him correctly.
• Acts 26:9
• 1 Cor. 1:10
• 1 Cor. 4:17



ACTS 26:9

I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do 
many things contrary to the name of Jesus of 
Nazareth.



1
CORINTHIANS
1:10

Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the 
same thing, and that there be no divisions 
among you; but that ye be perfectly joined 
together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment.



1 
CORINTHIANS
4:17

For this cause have I sent unto you Timotheus, 
who is my beloved son, and faithful in the 
Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance of 
my ways which be in Christ, as I teach every 
where in every church.



Unity: Conclusion

Unity must be in all things concerning Christ.
Anything lacking means that we are not truly unified in Christ.

Rich young ruler.
The unity in Christ that is not seen will determine the unity in 
Christ that is seen.



GALATIANS
3:26-28

For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ 
Jesus. 27 For as many of you as have been baptized 
into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, 
there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one 
in Christ Jesus. 29 And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye 
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 
promise.


