


Let It Go

• David 

• Can’t Let It Go 

• 2 Sam. 1:13-16

A Matter of Pride



2 Samuel 1:13-16

And David said unto the young man that told him, Whence art 
thou? And he answered, I am the son of a stranger, an 
Amalekite. And David said unto him, How wast thou not afraid 
to stretch forth thine hand to destroy the LORD's anointed? 
And David called one of the young men, and said, Go near, and 
fall upon him. And he smote him that he died. And David said 
unto him, Thy blood be upon thy head; for thy mouth hath 
testified against thee, saying, I have slain the LORD's anointed.



Let It Go

• David 

• Can’t Let It Go 

• 2 Sam. 1:13-16 

• Won’t Let It Go 

• 1 Ki. 2:8-9

A Matter of Pride



1 Kings 2:8-9

And, behold, thou hast with thee Shimei the son of Gera, a 
Benjamite of Bahurim, which cursed me with a grievous curse in 
the day when I went to Mahanaim: but he came down to meet 
me at Jordan, and I sware to him by the LORD, saying, I will not 
put thee to death with the sword. Now therefore hold him not 
guiltless: for thou art a wise man, and knowest what thou 
oughtest to do unto him; but his hoar head bring thou down to 
the grave with blood.



Let It Go

• David 

• Can’t Let It Go 

• 2 Sam. 1:13-16 

• Won’t Let It Go 

• 1 Ki. 2:8-9 

• Just Let It Go 

• 1 Sam. 24:4-6, 10

A Matter of Pride



1 Samuel 24:4-6, 10

And the men of David said unto him, Behold the day of which the LORD said unto 
thee, Behold, I will deliver thine enemy into thine hand, that thou mayest do to him 
as it shall seem good unto thee. Then David arose, and cut off the skirt of Saul's 
robe privily. And it came to pass afterward, that David's heart smote him, because he 
had cut off Saul's skirt. 

Behold, this day thine eyes have seen how that the LORD had delivered thee to day 
into mine hand in the cave: and some bade me kill thee: but mine eye spared thee; 
and I said, I will not put forth mine hand against my lord; for he is the LORD's 
anointed.



Let It Go

• Esau 

• Can’t Let It Go 

• Gen. 25:29-34

A Matter of Mercy



Genesis 25:29-34

And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came from the field, and he was faint: 
And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with that same red 
pottage; for I am faint: therefore was his name called Edom. And Jacob 
said, Sell me this day thy birthright. And Esau said, Behold, I am at the 
point to die: and what profit shall this birthright do to me? And Jacob 
said, Swear to me this day; and he sware unto him: and he sold his 
birthright unto Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of 
lentiles; and he did eat and drink, and rose up, and went his way: thus 
Esau despised his birthright.



Let It Go

• Esau 

• Can’t Let It Go 

• Gen. 25:29-34 

• Won’t Let It Go 

• Gen. 28:6-9

A Matter of Mercy



Genesis 28:6-9

When Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob, and sent him away to 
Padanaram, to take him a wife from thence; and that as he blessed him 
he gave him a charge, saying, Thou shalt not take a wife of the 
daughters of Canaan; And that Jacob obeyed his father and his mother, 
and was gone to Padanaram; And Esau seeing that the daughters of 
Canaan pleased not Isaac his father; Then went Esau unto Ishmael, and 
took unto the wives which he had Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael 
Abraham's son, the sister of Nebajoth, to be his wife.



Let It Go

• Esau 

• Can’t Let It Go 

• Gen. 25:29-34 

• Won’t Let It Go 

• Gen. 28:6-9 

• Let It Go 

• Gen. 33:1-11

A Matter of Mercy



Genesis 33:1-10

And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, Esau came, and with him four hundred men. And he 
divided the children unto Leah, and unto Rachel, and unto the two handmaids. And he put the handmaids 
and their children foremost, and Leah and her children after, and Rachel and Joseph hindermost. And he 
passed over before them, and bowed himself to the ground seven times, until he came near to his brother. 
And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him: and they wept. And he 
lifted up his eyes, and saw the women and the children; and said, Who are those with thee? And he said, 
The children which God hath graciously given thy servant. Then the handmaidens came near, they and 
their children, and they bowed themselves. And Leah also with her children came near, and bowed 
themselves: and after came Joseph near and Rachel, and they bowed themselves. And he said, What 
meanest thou by all this drove which I met? And he said, These are to find grace in the sight of my lord. And 
Esau said, I have enough, my brother; keep that thou hast unto thyself. And Jacob said, Nay, I pray thee, if 
now I have found grace in thy sight, then receive my present at my hand: for therefore I have seen thy face, 
as though I had seen the face of God, and thou wast pleased with me. 



Let It Go

• Crucifixion 

• Can’t Let It Go 

• Mk. 14:21; Psa. 109:7-15

A Matter of Judgment



Mark 14:21

And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, Esau came, and with him four hundred men. And he 
divided the children unto Leah, and unto Rachel, and unto the two handmaids. And he put the handmaids 
and their children foremost, and Leah and her children after, and Rachel and Joseph hindermost. And he 
passed over before them, and bowed himself to the ground seven times, until he came near to his brother. 
And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him: and they wept. And he 
lifted up his eyes, and saw the women and the children; and said, Who are those with thee? And he said, 
The children which God hath graciously given thy servant. Then the handmaidens came near, they and 
their children, and they bowed themselves. And Leah also with her children came near, and bowed 
themselves: and after came Joseph near and Rachel, and they bowed themselves. And he said, What 
meanest thou by all this drove which I met? And he said, These are to find grace in the sight of my lord. And 
Esau said, I have enough, my brother; keep that thou hast unto thyself. And Jacob said, Nay, I pray thee, if 
now I have found grace in thy sight, then receive my present at my hand: for therefore I have seen thy face, 
as though I had seen the face of God, and thou wast pleased with me. 



Psalms 109:7-15

When he shall be judged, let him be condemned: 

and let his prayer become sin. 

Let his days be few; 

and let another take his office. 

Let his children be fatherless, 

and his wife a widow. 

Let his children be continually vagabonds, and beg: 

let them seek their bread also out of their desolate places. 

Let the extortioner catch all that he hath; 

and let the strangers spoil his labour. 

Let there be none to extend mercy unto him: 

neither let there be any to favour his fatherless children. 

Let his posterity be cut off; 

and in the generation following let their name be blotted out. 

Let the iniquity of his fathers be remembered with the LORD; 

and let not the sin of his mother be blotted out. 

Let them be before the LORD continually, 

that he may cut off the memory of them from the earth.



Let It Go

• Crucifixion 

• Can’t Let It Go 

• Mk. 14:21; Prov. 109:7-15 

• Won't Let It Go 

• Acts 1:15-20; 2 Cor. 7:8-11

A Matter of Judgment



Acts 1:15-20

And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, and said, (the number 
of names together were about an hundred and twenty,) Men and brethren, this 
scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of 
David spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus. For 
he was numbered with us, and had obtained part of this ministry. Now this man 
purchased a field with the reward of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst asunder 
in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out. And it was known unto all the dwellers at 
Jerusalem; insomuch as that field is called in their proper tongue, Aceldama, that is 
to say, The field of blood. For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation 
be desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and his bishoprick let another take.



2 Corinthains 7:8-11

For though I made you sorry with a letter, I do not repent, though I did repent: 
for I perceive that the same epistle hath made you sorry, though it were but for 
a season. Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to 
repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive 
damage by us in nothing. For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation 
not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death. For behold 
this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness it 
wrought in you, yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, 
what fear, yea, what vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all 
things ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this matter.



Let It Go

• Crucifixion 

• Can’t Let It Go 

• Mk. 14:21; Prov. 109:7-15 

• Won't Let It Go 

• Acts 1:15-20; 2 Cor. 7:8-11 

• Let It Go 

• Lk. 23:34; Acts 2:36; 3:14-15; Acts 7:51-53

A Matter of Judgment



Luke 23:34

For though I made you sorry with a letter, I do not repent, though I did repent: 
for I perceive that the same epistle hath made you sorry, though it were but for 
a season. Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to 
repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive 
damage by us in nothing. For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation 
not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death. For behold 
this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness it 
wrought in you, yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, 
what fear, yea, what vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all 
things ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this matter.



Acts 2:36; 3:14-15; 7:51-53

Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom 
ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. 

But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer to be granted unto you; And 
killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised from the dead; whereof we are witnesses. 

Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your 
fathers did, so do ye. Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they have 
slain them which shewed before of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have been now the 
betrayers and murderers: Who have received the law by the disposition of angels, and have not 
kept it.



Let It Go

• Christians 

• Can't Let It Go 

• 1 Cor. 5:1-5, 9-13

A Matter of Now



1 Corinthians 5:1-5

It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such 
fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should 
have his father's wife. And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that 
he that hath done this deed might be taken away from among you. For I verily, 
as absent in body, but present in spirit, have judged already, as though I were 
present, concerning him that hath so done this deed, In the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction 
of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.



1 Corinthians 5:9-13

I wrote unto you in an epistle not to company with fornicators: Yet not 
altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the covetous, or 
extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye needs go out of the world. 
But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is 
called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a 
drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat. 
For what have I to do to judge them also that are without? do not ye judge 
them that are within? But them that are without God judgeth. Therefore 
put away from among yourselves that wicked person.



Let It Go

• Christians 

• Can't Let It Go 

• 1 Cor. 5:1-5, 9-13 

• Won't Let It Go 

• 1 Cor. 5:6-8

A Matter of Now



1 Corinthians 5:6-8

Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven 
leaveneth the whole lump? Purge out therefore the old leaven, 
that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even 
Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: Therefore let us keep 
the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice 
and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 
truth.



Let It Go

• Christians 

• Can't Let It Go 

• 1 Cor. 5:1-5, 9-13 

• Won't Let It Go 

• 1 Cor. 5:6-8 

• Let It Go 

• Matt. 18:15-17

A Matter of Now



Matthew 18:15-17

Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell 
him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, 
thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then 
take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or 
three witnesses every word may be established. And if he shall 
neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to 
hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a 
publican.



Let It Go

• Difference between letting things go for ourselves vs letting go for others. 

• Rom. 13:1-4

Practicalities



Romans 13:1-4

Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell 
him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, 
thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then 
take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or 
three witnesses every word may be established. And if he shall 
neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to 
hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a 
publican.



Let It Go

• Difference between letting things go for ourselves vs letting go for others. 

• Rom. 13:1-4 

• Letting go does not absolve consequences 

• David, Christ 

• Letting go may take time, and may involve can't and won't 

• Acts 15:36-40; 2 Tim. 4:11

Practicalities



Let It Go

• Difference between letting things go for ourselves vs letting go for others. 

• Rom. 13:1-4 

• Letting go does not absolve consequences 

• David, Christ 

• Letting go may take time, and may involve can't and won't 

• Acts 15:36-40; 2 Tim. 4:11

Practicalities



Acts 15:36-40

And some days after Paul said unto Barnabas, Let us go again and visit 
our brethren in every city where we have preached the word of the 
Lord, and see how they do. And Barnabas determined to take with 
them John, whose surname was Mark. But Paul thought not good to 
take him with them, who departed from them from Pamphylia, and 
went not with them to the work. And the contention was so sharp 
between them, that they departed asunder one from the other: and so 
Barnabas took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus; And Paul chose Silas, and 
departed, being recommended by the brethren unto the grace of God.



2 Timothy 4:11

Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for 
he is profitable to me for the ministry.



Let It Go


